Lessons from Suffering
Text: Job 42:1-6

Theme: Through his suffering and God's response Job had learnt a greater awe, stronger faith and deeper humility before God.
Purpose: To help us see that one of God's purposes in suffering is to strengthen our faith in Him. 
Readings
	John 21:19-31 

Isaiah 6:1-7 and/or Revelation 1:9-20 
Congregation, 
The most persistent question that has come up in these sermons on suffering in the book of Job is the question, Why? 
It is the question that arises in most people's minds when they suffer. 
We can ask that question in many ways: 
Why me? Why this particular pain? Why this time? 
Through the Scriptures God gives us a number of reasons as to why a person might suffer.
* It could be a punishment for sin, which is what Job's friends assumed in his case.
* It could be corrective - that God is disciplining us to remove some sin or to steer us back on the right track.
* It could be so that we are in a better position to help others, so that we can comfort them with the same comfort we ourselves have received.
* It could help us take our eyes off the things of this world and help us look ahead with hope to the world to come.
* It could be just part of living in a world full of sin and evil and injustice. That doesn't imply that our suffering has no meaning but rather that the meaning is hidden from us. 
We usually don't know why we are suffering in any particular situation. 
Job certainly didn't know why he was suffering. 
Even when God spoke to him at length he still didn't get any explanation of the cause or the reason for his losses & illness. 
But his suffering did have purpose. 
It had a purpose in the plan of God because it was God's proof to Satan that believers will love God simply for who God is and not just for what he gives us. 
It had a purpose for future generations who have read this book and been better prepared for trials, 
who have been comforted in their suffering, 
and have been encouraged by Job's example of faith. 
It also had a purpose for Job. Job himself tells us what he had learnt through all that had happened. 
Through all this he was able to come to 
	a greater knowledge of God; 

a stronger faith in God; 
a deeper humility before God. 
These are the lessons of these verses before us: Knowledge, faith and humility. 
1. First of all, Job came to A GREATER KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. 
He replied to the God: "I know that you can do all things". 
Last week we saw that Job and his friends agreed about this - they all agreed that God was all-powerful and almighty. But for all of them it was an intellectual knowledge, an abstract notion, a matter of the mind. 
< Now, as Job heard the Lord speaking he came to realise that God really was in control of all things. 
He had always believed this but now he grasped it more fully, he understood it more deeply, he believed it more thoroughly. 
Now he had a new appreciation for the harmony and order in the world; for the beauty and glory of God's creation; and for the way God ruled over and looked after all that goes on around us. 
He came to a new recognition of what a beautiful and marvellous place the world is and how God is present in it everywhere - an all wise and all powerful God, controlling and guiding all that happens. 
This is what he acknowledges after God has spoken: 
"I know that you can do all things, no plan of yours can be thwarted!"
or as another translation has it: 
"You can do everything!
None of your plans can be frustrated!" 
This was the common response of God's people after a vision of God and his glory.
	cf. Think of Ezekiel when he saw the glory of the Lord on the Kebar plain. 

cf. or of Isaiah when he saw the Lord on his throne, high and exalted. 
cf. or of the Apostle John on the Island of Patmos when he saw a vision of the Lord Jesus. 
All these believers responded with awe and wonder at the majesty and greatness and power of God. 
This must be our response as well: To believe this. 
To believe that God is working out all things according to his will. 
That everything has meaning. 
That there is a purpose to all things. 
The clearest evidence of that is the cross of the Lord Jesus. 
To those looking on it seemed like the brutal triumph of evil and injustice - but the Lord was in control, and this was part of his plan. 
Through this event God was triumphing over evil and injustice and sin in the death of his Son. God can do all things. None of his plans can be frustrated! 
This greater knowledge forced Job to confess the limitations of his own understanding:
"Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me." (vs 3b) 
Job had spoken too quickly and too freely of things that he didn't really understand. 
He had tried to pry too deeply into the secret purposes of God. 
He had talked about things beyond the boundary of his understanding. 
One of our songs describes this:
"You are beautiful beyond description,
too marvellous for words.
Too wonderful for comprehension
like nothing ever seen of heard.
Who can grasp your infinite wisdom?
Who can fathom the depth of your love?
You are beautiful beyond description 
Majesty enthroned above."
These closing chapters of Job teach us that we must acknowledge our limitations. 
It is right to explore our faith and it is proper to deepen our knowledge, but we must know where to stop in searching the mysteries of God. Faith is reasonable, but it is also beyond reason.
So a deeper knowledge of God must be combined with a recognition of the limitations of our own knowledge. 
This is expressed in Psalm 131:
My heart is not proud, O Lord,
my eyes are not haughty;
I do not concern myself with great matters
or things too wonderful for me. 
So Job developed a greater knowledge of God. He also developed -
2. A STRONGER FAITH(vs 5) 
"My ears had heard of you" Job said. (vs 5a). 
Job knew a lot about God and he had a strong faith. That faith was evident in his life: he was blameless and upright, a man who feared God and shunned evil. 
The Apostle James would have commended Job on evidence his works gave of his faith. What he believed about God flowed over into his life. 
But no one can ever say they believe enough, or that they have perfect faith.
No one cane ever say that there is no more growing to do, no more to be learnt.
Who of us can say that we have reached full maturity in the faith and that we are completely like the Lord Jesus?
This was true of Job as well - even though he had a firm faith it could still be stronger; and God used his suffering to strengthen it, so after it all he could say: 
"but now my eyes have seen you!" 
Notice that Job does not say he saw everything - far from it! He did not understand all there was to know. 
But he did see God! He saw the Lord! And that was enough for him! 
Job's greatest distress had been that God was hidden. He had not been able to see God clearly. He felt as though God had withdrawn himself from him. 
But now the lord had spoken. God had shown himself again! 
We should notice that all through the speeches between Job and his friends they use the name Elohim for God - this is the name used of God as the Creator and speaks of the respect and awe they had for God. 
However, in chapters 38-42 the name Yahweh is used, which is the name translated as "Lord", and is used of God in his covenant relationship with his people. 
This is the Lord who draws his people close to himself. 
This is the Lord that Job was glad to have seen! 
When Job says that he had "seen" the Lord he doesn't mean that he had seen him physically. Rather he is referring to a greater insight into God through faith. He has a better comprehension of who God is, a sharper vision and a greater understanding. 
Throughout his suffering he had held on to God by faith. But this has been like trying to find his way in a thick fog. He had only been able to see just in front of him.
But now that God had spoken he could see God more clearly. The mist had cleared so that he could see the Lord by faith - and that was enough. 
And through all of this his faith had been strengthened. That's what often happens to faith in times of difficulty and trial. Times of testing force us to exercise our faith. 
And that exercise strengthens the muscles of our faith so that we come out stronger, fitter, healthier.
This is one of the great benefits or results of suffering: 
You grow richer in faith; 
your trust is deepened; 
you grow more dependant on the Lord. 
This is one great lesson from this book. The focus is not on the cause of our suffering, but on the effect it has on our faith. 
We are not told the reasons for our trials, but we are pointed to a response of trust. We are pointed to faith in God and the Lord Jesus. 
This is also the message of the New Testament. 
Jesus told Thomas that he had believed because he had seen Jesus. Then he said; "Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." (John 20:29) 
And then the Apostle John tells us in the next verses that he had written his gospel so that "you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name." 
That is the challenge for you. 
To believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and to continue in that, 
living by faith, not by sight. (2Cor 5:7). 
Through his suffering Job learnt a greater knowledge of God, a stronger trust in the Lord, 
and thirdly he learnt (3) A DEEPER HUMILITY 
"Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes." (Job 42:6) 
Job is not saying that his friends were right after all. He is not conceding to all their accusations regarding him. 
The Lord's assessment of Job still stood, that he was "blameless and upright". 
Later in this chapter he addresses him kindly as "my servant Job". 
But through his suffering and in his trials Job had sinned. He had said too much to God and had pressed his case too strongly. 
Calvin says that Jobs friends had a bad case that they argued well.
Their bad case was to say that a person always suffered as a punishment for particular sins. But they argued that wrong view very persuasively. 
Job, on the other hand, had a good case which he argued badly. 
He argued against the error of his friends and claimed he was innocent. But he argued this badly. Goaded by his friends he slid down into a deep despondency and said things he should not have said. He pressed his questions against God too far. 
Now he repents of his rash statements and his accusations against God. He was ashamed of his sin; for having questioned God's justice, for setting himself up against God, for trying to bend God's will to his will. 
"Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes". The Hebrew word for repent means to be sorry, to grieve over sin. The NASB translates it as "retract", which gives the sense of taking back his rash and foolish words. 
Think of Peter's words to Jesus after they had caught a huge catch of fish on the lake of Galilee. 
Peter, having seen the great power of the Lord Jesus said, 
"Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man." (Luke 5:8). 
Whenever we see God more clearly and see his glory and greatness and power it also helps us see ourselves more clearly, so we see our own weakness and smallness and sin. 
All the more reason then to turn to the Lord in faith, to the Lord Jesus Christ, to find forgiveness in Him.
The Book of Job is pointing us forward, ahead to the Lord Jesus, for it is in the Lord Jesus that we see God the Father. 
This is the message of the whole Bible, including this book of the Job - all these books are directing us to faith in the Lord Jesus - All of this was written down "that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name." 
Job had not seen the Lord Jesus, but he longed for this Mediator, this Redeemer. Through his suffering he came to a greater knowledge of God, a stronger faith and a deeper humility. 
That should be our desire and prayer:
That each one of us may come to a richer knowledge of God through the Lord Jesus, 
a stronger trust in him, 
and that we may walk humbly with our God in repentance and faith. 
"Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 
Amen.

